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1. One of the most important aspects in the East-West struggle

is the right approach to the people behind the Ireon Curtain.
Much more attention should be given to the most important means
of anti=Communist propaganda for such people, ie, radio broadcasts
beamed to those countries in the Soviet orbit. Listening to
Voice of America broadcasts in Czechoslovakia today is truly
nation-wide; about 70-80 per cent of the adult population
listens regularly to at least two programs a week. In the news
vacuum of the Soviet orbit, such broadcasts play a decisive
role, which, in my opinion, is still not fully realized by the
US. VOA's one competitor is Radio Free Europe, which is
regarded.by the Czechs almost as their own station; RFE seems to
understand the difficult iife in the CSR and the desperation and hopes
of the people. If RFE could overcome some technical difficulties,
i lead VCA by a wide margin, but at present,

has a considerable edge over RFE. Generally, the great 50X1
majority of the Czech people like most of the VOA programs
quite well. They look eagerly to VUA as a source of information
on the free world, a ready reporter of world news, defender
and promoter of American interests and the American way of
life, and the interpreter of American opinion on the activities
of the Communists in that part of the world behind the Iron
Curtain. There are only two small groups in Czechoslovakia
that do not listen to foreign broadcasts; the "hard core"
Communist Party members, and the small group of over=intellect~-
ualized individuals, who hate Communism but have no faith in
Western democracy. The latter group is very dangerous; checking
its growth depends on the e 'fectiveness of VOA and other
foreign broadcasts.
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The number of radio sets in use today throughout Czechoslovakia im’
proportion to the population is one of the highest in the world.
During the parliamentary debate on the 1952 budget {(reported on
Radio Prague, 16 Mar 52), a member of parliament stated that 5ufing,
1951 the number of radio owners who had registered thelr sets with
post office authorities showed a 5.3 per cent increase over the
previous year. This means that at the present time there are well
over ‘two million radio receivers in operatlon, which adds up to -
about one set per family, including those in Slovakia.

| |the figure may well be as high as three million, since many
sets captured from the Germans are not registered. The regime seems
to encotirage this wide-spread use of radio sets, presumably in the
hope that more people will listen to Radio Prague and other Communist
broadcasts. Actually, | |the addifional radios mean an
éﬁncrease in the number of listeners %to Czech language broadcasts

“from abroad.

The quallty of VOA reception on the whele can he deseribed as good.
Reception is worst during the two most important ani popular pro-
_grams, "Report From America" at 2100 hours and "Amesrica Calling
Czechoslovakia" at 1830 hours. Because most Czech radios are of
fairly high quality (even the lower-priced sets have short wave
bands), the people can usually find at least ons hand where the
broadcasts can be heard. Jamming seems to be increasing ln strength
as well as in the number of wave bands Jjammed. During recent months
\ | interference with VOA broadeasis is in direct
proportion to the content of the programs; ie, Jamnlng was very
slight during the daily news but the moment that & commentary on
purges in Czechoslovakia began, the Jamming becaws 30 strong that

it -was not possible to hear what was being sald, As listening to
the medium wave band is practically impossible ¢ to heavy and
constant janming, |mest people 11 on short wave.
The broadecasts of BBC and Radic Paris %o Cz Lovakia are seldom
Jammed  because of their poor propagands valus: Jamnirg is -concen-
trated on the broadcasts congidered most dangerous Lo the Communlsts -
those of VOA and RFE.

‘ the timing of VOA broadcasts to Czechoslovakia is
gsatisfactory to the majority of ithe listeners, althcugh

some improvement could be made. TI% should be remembered that the
people in Czechoslovakia go to bed early {around 2200 hours) from
sheer physical exhaustion; in the rural areas people retire even
earlier. The main shift in Industry begins at 000 hours. As most
workers do not live near the factories, they must gat up before

0500 hours. PFurther, Czech broadcasting stations cease operations
at 2245 hours; the one exception 1s the new long wave station, used
for disseminating propaganda abread, which stays on the air until
around midnight. This ban on late evening br@admasﬁingslordered in
January 1952, increases the danger of detection while ligtening to
VOA since even the tuning-in of fereign stations is often accompanled
by sharp sounds in the speaker. ' '

The programs beamed to Czechoslovakia prove that VOA has much good,
factual material about the CSR. But one gets the Impression that VOA
does not have up-to-date information concerning the people, le, their
state of mlnd after three years of Communist propagandsa and mental
pressure. This lack of understanding seems to me t¢ be the major
cause of difference in the reacticn of listeners toc RFE and VOA.

This lack of understanding on the part of VOA might be caused by
isclation or by insufficient contact. . In this respect, RFE has a
tremendous advantage in having its headquarters close to the Czech
border; 1t 1s able to establish direct contact with refugees, and
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can "eavesdrop at the Iron Curtain". It appears to me that VOA, loc-
ated on a distant continent, either does not get enough intelligence
reports about the people of Czechoslovakia, or such reports reach
VOA through.such complicated channels that they arrive too late to
give an up-to-date plcture. ’ b

6. A few yvears ago it would lhave been impossible to try to describe
the state of mind of the average Czech citizen. The years of oppres-
sion, however, have united the country as never before. First of
} all, the natlon-as a whole feels a certain amount of guilt for what
was allowed to happen in February 1948. It is important that VOA
take this into account when dealing with exlled Czechs and Slovaks.
For those left in Czechoslovakla, there are no symbols of liberation
or resistance movements, either at home or abroad. Those movements
symbolized by Thomas Masaryk during World War I, and by Dr. Benes
during World War II were accepted with patrlctic enthusjasm as
symbols of liberation at the time. But now such movements simply do
4 not exist in the hearts of the Czech people and any attempt to use
a group of exiled political leaders for such a psychological approach
would be met with cold distrust. |

50X1
50X1

The Czechs see these exileéed politicians as very lucky individuals,
who somehow managed to get out of the country in time to go to
"paradise" as the Czechs call the free world. These exiled poli-
‘ticians are not directly blamed for the Communists' rise to power,
but there is a strong general bellef that as leaders they did not
fulfill their obligations, that they did not do everything they -
might have to prevent the tragedy. Above all stands the fact that
not a single shot was fired and that the Red coup was followed by
the chaotlc¢ desertion of many democratic leaders who had not attemp- S
ted any organlized or even unorganized, symbolic resistance. It 1s .
easy to see that thils moral defeat is in the minds of all the people.
Life under the Communlst regime, with its slavery and terror, is
considered by many of the Czechs as a "cleanslng vath". They feel
strongly that moral guldance must come from their own ranks and not
.from emigrants.  This fact should always be kept in mind by VOA

when preparing programs with or about exiled pelitical leaders. The
people of Czechoslovakia are looking in vain for new moral leader-
ship for the nation, in which they can put their faith. They dis-
trust big words and empty speeches about democracy. No longer are
they willing to listen to "old fashioned" speeches containing empty
phrases which sound patriotle. Naturally, speeches made by exiled
Czech politiclans often fall in this category. Such broagcasts

have no good effect and often are damaging to the cause of the West.
The people in the CSR have not forgotten Munich in 1938 or what
happened in Prague in February 1945; both are considered by the
Czechs as complete failures on the part of the Western democracies,
This shogld not be interpreted to mean that the Czechs no longer
belleve 1n democratic ideals. Quite the opposite is true, but the
Czechs djfferentiate between empty speeches about democracy and '
regl democracy, the philosophy of free men. |

the Czechs have a high level of education; moreover, the majority pos-
sesses  the abllity to think independently. There is no danger that
the population would not understand or would not listen to -quota-
tions from .the Bible, Loncoln, Masaryk, or an exposé made by

Dean Acheson before a session of the UN. But they will not swallow
thq preachings of a self-righteous US Senator, for example! even
less will they accept the words of exiled Czech politicians. Most.
such politicians cooperated with the Communists and then left the
country without attempting any sort of defense for democratic ideals.
This 1s a bitter plll in our history, and it should be taken into
consideration, not only by VOA writers but alsc by the policy~
making body of VOA. ’ :
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Te the pecple of Czechoslovakia would appreclate it if the
sox; Bain theme of VOA brosdcasts were not the advertising of the American
way of life (which, by the way, the Czachs wholeheartedly admire, but
at this time consider zs the "forture of Tantalus®), but rather the
‘theme should be moral help for survival, To a people under Soviet
domination such as the {2z chsg the American way of life is not of
primary interest; .the most na@tant thing 1s their own survival and
liberation. Thpy want Lo he r about the strength of the West and
concrete gomparisons between fthe Iron Curtaln and free countries.
The Czechs must bhe appro hy VOA with absolute sincerity; any
/ "all-wise" teaching or p should be eliminated from broad-
casts., The Czechs are e ich advice. The persons pre-
paring VOA programs shoa r to put themsslves in the frame
of mind of the listene programs sound too stiff, as if
they were belng read from ¢ bulletins. Often the vrograms
lack the human toush., I zhould e sneouraging,
offering hope, but carefl ything that would weaken .
the spiritual unity ; rams may include information
on the political = thwg but any attempt on
the part of these ex; . people bawm hcme what
they should or sk : shunned ab this stage.
Instead, much, much : Lo assure the Czechs that
they have not been forg The main purpose
of VOA broadcasts i to tell The Czechs how
to keep up thelr cours and to strengthen thelr
spiritual and phys Compnist regime, Programs
based on such & polic re and most needed by people
behind th@ Trun Curiai ubuewv4wion% VCA broad-
casts, as & general r«.
prepared und@r two basi
programs directed at p
behind the Ircen Curtaln
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great majority of these oppressed peoples; they see no other chance
to regain thelr freedom. During the past year the overall situation
inside Czechoslovakia has become so unbearsble that the Czechs no
longer fear a war and the devastation that inevitably accompanies
it. They are willing to see theilr country a shambles in order to
regain their freedom, This feeling is strong in Czechoslovakia which

S0X1 guffered relatively little in World War II compared to Poland and

soxq  Bome other countrlies, If VOA must disssminate peacs propaganda in
its propgrams, they should not be beamed to Czechdslovalkia. -

|

-50¥1J |the above facts should be taken into considsration
- “1In preparing programs, ' o

i, \ \VOA does not have the correct plecture of the attitudes

sox1 ©f the Czechs toward religion and the churcheg. Even though Czech-

s oelovakla i1s atatlstlceally stlll a strong Catholic mation, the fig-
uresn do not represent, by any means, the true picture. Thers 1is
atlll a feeling of coldness toward the Vatican, even amcng the old,
devout Catholics. The Czechs belleve that they were nevar too well
liked by the Vatlecan, therefore it does not do any goed for VDA to
mention repeatedly the changed feelings of the Vatican toward the
Czachs, It 1s true that the desperate life in Czechoslovakia brings
people closer to religlion, but the VOA mekes nc distinction bstween
church and religion, The Czechs are leaning more on religion in
the general sense of the word rather than on a particular church,

S0XT denomination, or seet. If they attend church more fraquently,

50X1 it is to spend more time in meditation, for moral encourage-
ment, or even to protest agalnst the regime. VOA's religicus pro-

50X1 grams| |should be limited to non-dsnomirational broad-

50X casts utllizing passages from the Bible, or from the religlous
writings o eat authors which are now banned in Czechoslovakia.

' he VOA should expect faveorable results from too many
speeches by exlled priests or Amerlean church leaders of Czech or
Slovak origin, Such persons undoubtedly love thelr old sountry, but
they usually £111 thelr speeches with heavy piwases which do nothing
hut ceuse confusion in the minds of the Czechs as te the positlion of
the free world in respect to the CSR. These psople agsin and again
tell thelr listeners not to give up, and to believe liheration is
near because the good God will see to it. This statement may be
appreciated by a small number of old Slovak peazants, but most of
the people begin to lose faith in their libveration if such a senti-
ment 1s repeated over a long perlod of time. They are quick to point
out that they walted 300.years for liberation from ths German Haps-
turg dynasty, and that God had been witnessing the massscres and
terrcr in the USSR for 30 years; they are thereflore convinced that
waiting for liberation from that source is hopeless.

50X1
50X1

Al. The German question is of great interest to the Czeoh people, 'fhere
are perhaps no twoe nations which have been fighting s¢ contimuously
through the centuries, and at the same time living so slose, in the
political, economic and cultural flelds. In case of war, the Czechs
would welcome US forces with open arms, but they fear that the new
forces of Germany would come In revenge. Now when the sclution of
the German problem has become the cornerstons of the future of Burcpe
and the world, VOA maintains almost complete silence on the matter.
At & time when the Communist presses are hlasting the West on the
German problem, the Czechs are getting very limilted icformation from
VOA on the subject, and no comments whateoever regerding Czech
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interests. The people of the CSR are of the opinion that no answer
is an answer too, and that something is being done of which the US
and the West are ashamed. It is true that the German question is
not the number one problem facing the Czechs today (of first impor-
tance, of course, is how they can throw off the Communist yoke),

" nevertheless, it still remains of fundamental interest to the people.

There 1a complete confusion in the minds of the Czechs as to the
position. of the US regarding the German problem; one coften hears
the remark that the US is willing to satisfy all German asplrations
without regard to the smaller mations, especlally the Slavie, If

it were properly airved, the people of Czachoslovakia
e o

would understand the ro
struggle against Communlam,

ermany and her lmportance in the common

News coverage by VOA i1s very good, particularly the coverage of world
events, which finds no criticlsm among the listensrs; 1t ls this
coverage of world news which gives VOA such a large auldience, The
reporting is current, exact, and obJective. It is no sxaggeration
to say the whole CSR depends on VOA for world news. Not so good,
however, is VOA's coverage of Cuzech domestic news. It must be
remembered that the (zech press and radilo do not keep the people in-
formed about elther world happenings or domestic events. VOA should
not sacrifice its world coverage but should pay more attention to
Czech domestic news and problems. It seems 4o me that 1f VOA could
utilize U3 Government reports on Czechoslovakia without breaching
securlty, they would have an excellent source of news and conment.

It is not sufficient for VOA to prepare news broadcasts bagsed on
facts, but; what is more important, great attention should be given

[

to the rasponsibility for the effects of the broadeasts.
fwo exanples of VOA's reporting which

show o fundamental lack of knowledge of the situwatlon in Czechoslovekia .
a8 well as a complete lack of foresight, politically speaking, on

(a)

50X1

50X1

- the part of the writers.

On several occasicons in September 1951, VOA reported prepara-
tlons for resettlement of the refugees from the famous
"Konvalinks Freedom Train'. | ‘the VOA announcer
s8ald something to this effect ",.,.and eight passengers from
the Freedom Train were refused immigration visas to Canada for
securdity reasons. The group, led by Dr. Sves, has to remain

in Germany while the rest of the lucky, free people are on
thelr way to Cansda and the USA, ete..." From the corment that
followed this news, all listeners could.readily recognize that
the writer and even the announcer were pleased that former CP
members were rejected for securlty reasons and had to remain

in Germany. PFor most Czechs, having to stay in Germarny is

like "Danlel in the lion's den"., As a result of such reporting,
the majJority of the members of the CP, although strongly :
opposed to the reglme, feel that they are forced to stick 1t
out with the Party until the last moment since they see no
other way out; from the VOA they can discern no trace of hope
or encouragement, and certalnly no advanbage in defecting to
the West. In effect, thils broadcast undoubtedly discouraged
defectors from the Soviet orbit. that VOA should
fals;fy the news, but in this case a politically acute writer
would simply have stated that some of the people were golng to
Canada and the US and that the others would be resettled in
obher parts of the world.
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(v) Another example of harmful reporting: recently a Slovak arch-
itect escaped with hils family and a friend across the Morava
River into Austirla in an old amphiblous Jjeep. The refugee man-
aged to idmiuce a Communist officlal, either through bribery
(probably with black market meat) or alcoholic means, to help
him get the Jeep intc the restricted area at the Morava River
border; the full name of official was broadcast over VOA and this
probably resulted in the death penalty. What sort of officilal
this man was 1s not important; what is important is the effect
of such a broadcast cn other officlals, such peonle as border
guards, who might have purposely missed when they fired at
fleeing refugees, If threatened by public denunciation via
VOA (to which the officials probably listen in secret), the
number of people belng assisted or "allowed" to come across
the borders will decreage to nil. There are other Communist

50X1 officials who would consider helping people flee,

but 1f they will have to face such compromising revelations,

they will cerbainly abandon any sych Ideas. In such cases,

glving nwres can surely serve no useful purpose. If such a-

person 1s really a "dyed-in-the-wool” Communist, his day of

reckoning will eventually come anyhow, The chances are, however,
that he has taken his one opportunity of "kicking the Red Regime
in the seat of the pants". Such reporting only inereases the

ruthlessness with which Communist orders are carrled out because

there 1s no doubt that corrective measures will be taken %o

insure that similar happenings do not oceur in the future. The

fact that UP, AP, or INS made the original report is no excuse

for VOA. Border guards and Commanist officials, with the .

exception of those in the higher echelons, are never allowed

sox1 b0 read forelgn newspapers, so that the only way they learn of
such denunciations is from forelgn broadcasts. |

50X1 | [can well
imagine the wave of resentment that swept the nation when they
heard the broazdceant.

the commentarles on VOA are not so good. The commen-

tator should plac asell in the position of the unhappy, desperate
listeners; he &} not give the impression that he is speaking from
a sense of duty, or that he iz reading from a dry textbook. There'
seems to be a complete lack of optimism in the broadcasts. |
mean that VOA chould color its programs so as to eatablish unfounded
hopes. The Czech listener 1s eager to hear more comments on domestic
lssues, such as speeches of Red leaders, meetings of parliament (as
well as other officisl meetings), articles in Red newspapers, etc.

The programs of Radio Prague could serve as a rich source not only

for commentaries, but also for Jokes, questlons to Red 1eadersf etcj

all of which would be eagerly listened to by the Czechs.
fontinually surprised that VOA does not exploit the stupidify o
the Communists as exhibited by their lies. Some qulte important

.events are lef't without comment by VOA. A striking example of this

was the reply by the US Department of State to official Czech pro-
tests regarding the rearming of West Germany and encour ing Nazi

- elements among Germsn expellees from Czechoslovakia. Of course the

50X1

answer from the US was not mentioned by Czech newspapers or by

Radio Prague. \ \ the US reply was masterfully written,
stating clearly not only the pollcy of the US regarding the re-
gettlement in Germany of three million Germans expelled from Czechos-
lovakia but alsc about the progress being made in the program. The

US no doubt felt that Czech fears had been allayed and that they had
not irritated the Germans. But this important statement of US policy
hardly reached the Czech people because VOA did not even broadcast

in 1%s entirety the official statement. Such an item should have been
broadcast several times and included extensive and serious comments.,

'SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION
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15. Yoo much time 1s devoted on VOA to programs of little
or no interest to Czech listeners. Thils 1s especlally true of the
S0XT various specialized and entertainment programs. The idea behind
the specialized programs is good, but some could be shortened and
others eliminated and more desirable programs substituted. A good
example is the regular weekly broadcast for short wave radio hams.
With the exceptionm of the.very few Trade Union "Clubs" used to spread
Communlst propaganda, there are no radio hams in Czechoslovakia.
Excegting these, amateur radio breadcasting ie etrilctly forbidden.

50X1 1t was a good idea to weed cut almost all music as well as
rame from the VOA schedule. To believe that programs for youth

should consist only of Jjazz music and sports news is a mist H

50X1

{Music on domestlc stations is much easler to hear and 1s not so
potentlally dangerious to the lilstener, Even when VOA programs are
not Jammed, technlcal difficultles make good reception of muslec
difficult, It may not be known outside of Czechoslovakils that
records of American Jazz, made in the CSR, can be easily purchased
in Prague; they sell for about 50 per cent more than records of
"non-Western” music. Recordings made by such favorites as Duke
Ellington and Benny Goodman can be obtained without any difficulty.

suggeat the following ldeas for new programs that
would be of partieular interest to the people in Czechoslcvakla:

16.

50X1

soxt (&) [ it would be very wood if, once a week, the main organ-
izations breoadeasting to the CSR, i1e, VOA, RFE, BBC, Radio
Paris, oould trenswmit the same program at the same time over
all thely wave lengths. The program could be scheduled during
the weekend, and inuiude, in half an hour, a summary of the
week's main avents, plus comments. The preparation of such a
progran could be rot 4 among the partilcipants. Such a broad-
cast would be extroemely important to the listeners since the
effectiveness of Jamming would be drastically reduced by so
many statlons Lroadeasting at the same time. In addition, such
coordinstion would concretely demonatrate the unity of the
democratic wordid in the fight against Communism, as well as
the unified support of those people under 3oviet domination.

(b) \ \the most popular programs are the ones

s0x1 transmitled ot 2100 hours {"Report From America') and at

1830 howrs (*America Calling Czechoslovakla"). Rather than

repeat brozdcasts of these programs during the night or in

50X1 the early merning, |  |a completely new program at 2215
or 2230 hours would be highly desirable. This is about the
time when most of the people ars returning home from the numer-
ous meetlings, ete, that they are foreced to attend. The program
need he only a 15 minute daily news resumé plus the best
excerpts from all previous programs of the day.

(¢) The Czech people are hungry for entertainment based on politics.
Political satire in the form of jokes, dialogues, or satirical
articles, resd siwmoly, by a geod anncuncer would be most
acceptable o the Czech ilsteners. In my opinion this should

50X1  be the only %type of entertainment program on VDA,

(a) instltuting a program, called perhape "Czechoslovaks
Abroad”, consisting not of reports on the activitiles of polit-
leal exlles, but rather news about the resettlement of the
thousands of Czech rvefugeez. 4 similar program alred by RFE
about life in Czech communities in all parts of the world is
one of the most populsr in Czechoslovakia.
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(e) A weekly program should be devoted to the progress of science
in the "Free World". The people of Czechoslovakia, hermetically
sealed off :from the West, are eager to learn about the latest
technical and sclentific developments. Such a program would
give the people added confldence in the growing strength of the
Western World,

(£)._ |that a weekly program be directed at Communist
50X1 Party: memberg during which the Party would be attacked relent-
lessly. Purges of long standing Party memberé, their offenses

and threatened punishments should not ohly be reported but
also made the subject of commentaries. The life and deeds,
promises.and lles of Communis® leaders should be publieized.
By the same token, rank and file CP membera should be warned,
but it should dbe pointed out that they will be Judged by their
deeds and not Just by Party membership. Such a program would
cauge chaos and disorganization in Czechoslovakia, and increase

- passive resistance on the wart of the Czechs. :

papers in the CSR, particularly items concerning achievements
of the regime, cooperation with the USSR, ete, should be
explained in detail and the true plecture given by VOA. This
should be done regulsarly. .

In conc usion,’
the Volce of America is a part of the dally 1life of the
millions in Czechosglovakia; indeed the whole nation tries %o tune

in VOA every day. The greater the nuaber of people listening to VOA,
the greater the responsibllity of those making these broadcasts.

A great deal of harm can be done by irresponsible broadecasting. In
this connectlon |

-(g)“ that all important news published in news-

(a) A greater sense of responsibllity should be adopted and more care
should be devoted to factual reporting.

(b) More emphasis should be placed on the survival of people behind .
the Iron Qurtain and less to the American way of 1ife; ie, more
gtteﬁtion should be devoted to events and problems in Czechose
lovakdla. . ... ...

{c) More of the human touch and more optimlsm should be included
in programs.

(4) The Communist Party should be more severely attacked; govern-
ment leaders should be assailed, but not to such an extent
that the plain people would be forced to stick with the CP out
of desperation.

(e) The people of the CSR should be convinced of the growing strength
of the West; VOA should keep harping on the backwardness of the
Sovliet orbit in all fields of science.

(£) All programs should be prepared with the thought that the Voice

of America is playing a major role in shaping the future course
of history during this crucial struggle.

<end-
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